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FOR COLORED YOUTH

The Proposed Agricultural And In-
dustrial Institute.

Messrs. Editors: The promoters of the
Maryland Agricultural and Industrial In-
stitute for Colored Youth are firm in their
belief that such an \institution has long
been needed in this State. Maryland has
a eolored population of nearly 250,000, It
is no idle question to ask or answer, What
are the masses of this population doing to
develop themselves along such lines as will
make them industrious, honest and law-
ablding citizens? The fact that there is no
public institution in this State (except
penal institutions) where the colored youth
can be taught in the mechanical, agricul-
tural and other arts makes the establish-
ment of such an Institution the first step
in the direction of trainlng along these
lines. IPacilities for the higher and man-
ual education of the colored youth in the
city of Baltimore have been amply pro.
vided and the last decade has shown that
these opportunities have been nccepted,
the practical result being that there are
now more than 100 well-educated young
wen and women of the race trained in our
public schools who are teachers in the
same system and who are laboring among
and lifting up the youth of the race and
instilling into them the proper ideals of
life,

But the vast number of our people, like
the masses of any other people, must be
educated along mechanical, agricultural
apd Industrial lines, and this Is especially
true of our race for this reason, if for
none other, viz.: that the greatest curse
that affects us today is idleness. Am I
asked why we are so largely represented
in the jails, the penitentiary and work-
house of the State, my answer is that the
chief reason therefor is idleness. It may bhe
sald that the absence of Influential friends,
the lack of money, the existence of preju-
dice and other things operate to convict 90
per cent. of negroes charged with crime,
and for that reason our large represcnta-
tlon in penal institutions is not a test of
our inclination to commlit crime. De this
statement true or false, the fact remains
that if we are industrious and not idle,
honest and not dishonest, we will not be
charged with the commission of crime, and
therefore we will, not be convicted of and
fmprisoned for it. The law has no terrors
for the man who is a law-abiding citizen.

Our greatest concern, tlierefore, is to deal
with the question of ldleness. XHow can It
be lessened and extinguished? -

My experience amdng my race in this
State has taught me that there are two
classes of Idlers among us. There Is a
class which I would to # certain extent eall
‘‘forced idlers.”” To this class belong those
young men who have fitted themselves for
a certain line of work, who are capable and
efficient, but who look around after they
have prepared themselves to find that be-
cause of prejudice the avenues dlong which
they had hoped to wiln success are closed
against them. It Is not entirely the fault
of this class that they are idlers. A recog-
nition of werit, a disposition to do the
right would soon extinguish this class.
However, they do exist, and, becoming dis-
couraged, they drift Into idieness and
crime. If I am asked how, in the absence
of the obliteration of prejudice, this class
can be lessened, I would say have themn
taught to develop moral courage, persist-
ency, paticnce wnd a determination to
evolve opportur.ities by the exhlibition ot
special merit, which, after ail, will win in
the end.

As to the other and by far the larger
class, who may be cualled “*voluntaryidlers”
—to this class belong the thousands of our
young men whocrowd our street corners, fill
the dens of infamy and vice and bring the
race Into disrepute. Among this ¢lass there
are bright minds and an amount of natural
ability which, if used in the proper direo
tion, would be creditable. Iow to deal
with this class of ldlers, how to transform
them from idleness to industry, how to
make them useful citizens, contributing
thelr share to the welfare of the State in-
stead of being burdens, Is, I adimnit, a task
fraught with much difficulty. But the difii-
culty and the length of time consumed In
the work will be well rewarded by the suc-
cess which will attend it.

Nothing will go further to lessen this
class than to teach them the alphabet of
correct living., They must be taught to
know that no one has a right to llve upon
the energy and labor of another if he Is
able to work; that as we are all consumers,
50, also, must we all be producers; that
idleness is a mcral crime of the deepest
dye, and that it leads to crime and punish-
ment at the hands of the law; that thrift,
Industry, honest: and perseverance are the
elements of good citizenship and entitle
the possessor of them to the respect and
contidence of the community in whilch he
lives. By Instilling these principles into
the minds o2 this eclass, no matter how
difficult it is to do it or how long it takes
to do it, we shall find that 10 or 20 years
will show good results.

The great objection ralsed to labor in
the South in ‘the sawmills, cotton factories
and other industrics arises from a form
of Idleness and a failure to properly appre.
clate the good results of permanent indus-
try. The objection is not that the labor is
inefficient, not that the laborers are not in-
gustrious while at work, but that the

slightest social funetion™ causes them to
remain away from work while they spend
all the money they have made the previous
week, and that, too. without any regard to
the importance of their Deing present at
the time they unceremoniously leave. This
is a form of ldleness and can be corrected
by Instilling Into their minds the inevita-
ble consequences of their conduct, viz.: loss
of employment, poverty and crime.

The Maryland Agricultural and Industrial
Institute for Colored Youth proposes to
deal with this'question of ldleness among
the masses of our people in this State, and
1L feels that If with the moral and material
support of the leading ecitizens of the
State, regardless of race, it can by patient
and devoted efforts succeed In lessening
the ranks of idlers amd criminals of our
city and State and Increase the number of
thrifty, Industrious and honest cltizens, it
will have rendered a great service not only
to the race but to the State.

The splendid farm ot 8) acres which the
institution will occupy in Ifoward county,
near Laurel, furnishes abundant opportuni-
ties for the execution of the plans of the
promoters.

An Inspecting party, consisting of about
50 leading colored citizens, newspapar rep-
resentatives and others, will visit the prop-
erty on Monday next. Rev. Ernest Lyon,
who is the president of the institute, I8 Ge-
termined that the Institution shall ooen in
Septemberor October, and that the work
shall be pushed forward with vigor.

HARRY S. CUMMINGS.
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